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FOREWORD 


submitting this first number Bulletin our members 
These objects are furnish medium wherein our members can 
publish matters -of interest bird-banders and value or- 
nithology, and means which the Council can keep touch 
with the needs individual banders. planned issue four 
numbers the Bulletin each year. 

The makeup and character the matter appearing this num- 
ber hoped will approved our members, namely, 
article the nature editorial, several short articles three 
five hundred words each containing observations having or- 
nithological significance, and short 
which are printed under the caption, “General 

order that this organ, its modest way, may keep defi- 
nite standard, articles notes submitted for publication will 
carefully edited and approved will appear due season with the 
writer’s name attached the customary manner. 

The publication the Bulletin cannot maintained planned 
unless all our members work this end, and this mean that 
every member, addition matter submitted for the bulletin, 
shall also send our Recording Secretary from time time 
observations interest made banding stations and elsewhere; 
and this applies both active and inactive members. 


DR. STONE 


have referred the present-day possibilities field study, 
but there are other work opening for him [the ornitholo- 
gist] which only few years ago were practically unknown. The most 
important these bird-banding and the host possibilities that 
presents—the study the individual opposed the species, migra- 


address delivered Dr. Witmer Stone the Fiftieth 
Anniversary The Nuttall Ornithological Club, Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts, December, 1923, published the Club, October, 1924. 
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tion, behavior, Like the use the binoculars, bird-banding 
might termed another improved method study 
nomenclature must regarded means, not end, 
banding will come into its own, when sufficient returns are 
record work out definitely lines migration and kindred things, 
but there are meanwhile numerous problems that are being worked 
out even now with most satisfactory results. Furthermore, there 
are all sorts side lines being carried along with the bird-banding 
activities, increased cooperation with organizations dealing with 
bird conservation, spreading the popular interest bird study 
and, most important all, definite plan for ornithological educa- 
tion. This novel idea, and one with great possibilities. 
have, fear, been too prone the past consider the ornithologist 
born and not made, and let the young student educate himself. 
Bird-banding, attracting attention does from entirely new 
angle, naturally draws its devotees large extent from new 
classes groups never before interested ornithology. They 
look upon the older ornithologists, fear, precious lot con- 
servatives, and many our methods antiquated; and many 
cases they are right, and the remedies and innovations which they 
propose should welcomed. They ail tend strengthen the 
interests that all have heart and make for broader and 
ornithology 


BLUEBIRD BEHAVIOR HIGHLAND VIEW FARM 
HIGGINS 

1924 only one pair Bluebirds nested 
arrived together, mated, Feb. 27th and spent the next four five 
weeks making their minds which bird-house suited them 
began about April first set num- 
bered five eggs, all which hatched, the young leaving the nest 
May 24th. These were all banded except one—numbers 
The parents wear bands 71944 and 71950 
The old birds remained with the young until they could care for 
themselves, and then second nest was built which four eggs 
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were laid. The nest, however, was immediately deserted and nest 
number three was built, from which four youngsters, bearing bands 
Nos. flew away August Sth. While the old 
birds were engaged incubation and the care this second brood, 
the first brood kept together near the house and was visited occa- 
sionally the male parent. 

For about week after the second brood left the nest the entire 
eleven birds were commonly seen together all banded except one, 
and about August 15th they disappeared for approximately one 
month, when, surprise, eleven Bluebirds suddenly appeared, 
ten which were banded, and remained about the premises until 
November when they again disappeared, this time for the 
season, believe, family group. During their month’s absence 
(August 15th September 15th) all the birds had assumed their 
winter plumage. 

The evidence support the belief that the 
appearing the farm September 15th were two parent 
birds and their nine young follows:— 

(1) There was only one pair nesting birds this species 
place during the season they raised nine young, 
all which were banded but one. 

(2) unbanded Bluebirds were seen the farm during 1924 
whose history uncertain with single exception, bird 
trapped October 7th, which almost certainly was the member 
brood No. that when banded the other 
bird now wears band 137824. 

(3) The nearest banded Bluebirds known 
own were banding station least six miles away. 

(4) The fact that October 5th trapped repeat from the 
second brood, No. 243863, and that October 10th took 
repeat No. 243864, also member the second brood. 

(5) The constancy the occurrence the same number 
birds appropriate times the season and the fact that un- 
banded birds appeared with them any time except stated. 

time has the number Bluebirds exceeded eleven, and 
suggestive that the prevailing division the birds, when not 
all together, was groups two, four, and five, which indicates 
that the two broods remained sub-units the family group. 
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The above data appear show, among other things, that even 
some our most highly organized birds, have the 
habit maintaining family organization which may exist through 
the nesting seasons and the fall months part, 
period about six months, and that, such group, they started 
southward their winter home. 

the matter nest-building considerable variety material 
was used the three nests built. Nest No. was composed 
mainly the inner bark dead chestnut tree. Nest No. was 
made grass, lined with finer grass, and the last nest was con- 
structed white pine needles and grass, lined with feathers. 
these nests were placed within one hundred feet house and 
within one hundred feet one another. 


SEMI-COLONIZATION VEERIES 
KATHERINE HARDING 

summer stayed atacamp near Lake Asquam, New Hamp- 
and one half miles from the townof Meredith) fromJune 
7th until the 12thof July.Partof the time Mr. Harding was there 
and worked with banding fledgelings and studying the 
birds nesting our vicinity. During this period large number 
nests the Veery fuscescens) were found, 
and attempt was made locate all their nests limited area 
approximately three acres. 

This area generally tree-covered, hillside land, with occasional 
openings, sloping gradually the lake. Mountain 
laurel laiifolia) occurs well distributed over the tract, but 
much more plentifully about one third the area which 
heavily wooded with deciduous trees, among which the beech 
prominent, with large pines occurring occasionally. Beneath 
these nearly continuous growth mountain laurel through 
which most difficult force one’s way. The laurel averages 
from eighteen inches twenty-five inches height. Certain 
patches are three four feet high. whole the three 
acres are fairly dry and well-drained, but close the water 
narrow zone parallel the shore occurs that wet season 
doubtless somewhat swampy. 
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experience with localities favored this species when 
nesting did not lead anticipate finding their nests under the 
conditions existing, although William Brewster reports these birds 
abundant the North Carolina mountains along brooks over- 
hung with thick growth rhododendrons.* Neither have 
been led expect that this species exhibits the social habits found 
prevail here, where this small twelve nests containing 
eggs young were found, seven the twelve nests 
tract less than one acre, and six these nests being found 
the laurel bushes, which, already mentioned, were 
ticularly abundant While the 1egion 
whole has not been thoroughly studied, appears probable that 
tangles laurel, abundant the South along the mountains, 
are especially favored Veeries for nesting purposes. 

far could determine, all twelve pairs lived together 
perfect harmony. Encounters between Veeries which would 
appear indicate that each male jealously ruled territory 
which the same species were not allowed enter, were 
case observed, and this connection should noted that 
the food supply was maximum demand during stay, for 
young birds were being fed the nests. 

each nest was located, was numbered and recorded 
map and was revisited frequently. The number eggs each 
was listed, the date the young birds appeared, the day they were 
banded, and the time they left the nest were carefully noted. 

There seemed two favorite types Five 
nests were built upon the ground, three them the base large 
clumps ferns, and two open spaces with protecting foliage 
any kind. The other seven nests were built the thick growth 
laurel which covered the hillside. The highest nests were built 
fourteen, fifteen, seventeen, eighteen,and twenty inches from the 
ground, and the lower ones were only eight and six inches above 
it. Four nests were built within fifteen yards the lake’s edge 
and the other eight ranged from fifty 
twenty-five 


one hundred and 


yards from the water. 


Our records these twelve nests show that six broods were 


Tue Vol. III, 1886, 178. 
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apparently raised and left their nests due season. 
seventh brood hatched out and disappeared before the birds 
were half grown, and the eggs unexplainably vanished from the 
other five nests. Sixteen Veeries were banded while 
their nests, which represented two broods four each, one brood 
five, one brood two (with two sterile one 


three (two which the nest before could band them). 


Usep 

The loose structure the nests gave them exceedingly bulky 
appearance. They were built principally strips dry, shredded 
and dried beech leaves interwoven with fine 
two instances, where dried oak leaves were great abundance 
close by, these leaves were used instead beech leaves. The 
inner cups the nests averaged about one inch and half depth 
and two inches They were lined with pine needles 
and fine rootlets. 


June Richard Harding, Jr.,at the base 
clump ferns the edge contained four eggs. 

June not hatched vet. 

June 24th—The fourth fledgeling was hatched 

June young birds were well-grown and the flight feather 
tips had burst from their sheaths. Banded all four fledgelings. 

July 2nd—Young birds were still the nest and fully feathered. 

July had left the nest M., being ten days old. 


Nest No. contained four well-grown young when found 
June 17th. These left the nest June 23rd, bearing numbers 
128245, 128246, 128247, 128270. 

July 5th flushed Veery from this same nest, which con- 
tained three eggs. Unfortunately methods trapping adult 
Veeries were not perfected, that not known whether this 
nest was used twice the season the same pair Veeries. 

When the identity each parent can established, well 
the fledgelings, far more accurate and detailed nesting-records 
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may secured. Bearing this mind, hope continue the 
study this group Veeries next summer and develop some 
method trapping the adults successfully. 


ARE MAKING THE MOST OUR BANDING 
STATIONS? 


Nor all our banders are taking notes seale get the best 
results. Not all realize that perfectly feasible maintain 
banding station very small not more than 
shelf trap window—and vet secure scientific information 
about birds importance. 

Two the most necessary and the same time pleasant 
phases the bander’s work are careful observation 
taking. Notes should made daily even seemingly 
things about the birds your station and wherever you see 
the vicinity elsewhere. doing you may time add 
important facts that will 

(1) Help solve existing problems; 

(2) Bring about reconsideration accepted views regarding 

some ornithological matters; 

(3) Best all, open ornithological problems your own. 

fact you may all three these things, which include amassing 
needed information regarding the life-histories many our 
commonest birds. 

Not few you have Dr. Allen’s lectures that were delivered 
last winter. hope you will reread them with view re- 
freshing your memory the many problems still awaiting satis- 
factory explanations, the same time seeing some your own 
observations not assist bringing nearer the solutions sought. 
The constant effort should discover the bearing that the 
observations you make have some existing problems. The 
amount interesting work done the field ornithologists 
incaleulably great. Any day, your station during walk 
afield, you may stumble upon observation series observa- 
tions that will open wide vista possibilities. May 
illustrate what mean citing few recent observations 
some our members? 
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One our members has several Chickadees feeding where their 
behavior can readily and continuously observed. The birds 
are fed sunflower seeds and English walnuts. One bird 
held flat branch, the toes holding firmly. Suddenly the 
bird tipped the seed its larger end and grasped from the 
sides, directing its blows into depression the small 
end where the plumule emerges germination with the result 
that the seed was quickly opened. another 
walnuts were placed with their flat sides downward feeding 
tray the result that the Chickadees almost immediately turned 
them over, thus gaining access the meat within. 

Another observer noted several Robins standing around 
fourteen-inch bird-bath awaiting their turn, while one was perched 
the rim. this moment two leaves fell into the bath. The 
Robin the rim immediately reached over and picked one 
the leaves, dropping outside the ground, and then picked 
the second one, carrying some feet away from the bath, where 
was dropped before. The bird then returned and proceeded 
bathe. 

any these three facts support oppose the view held 
seme ornithologists that the things that birds are mechanical 
their nature, that birds are quite unable 
think over and solve any problem that confronts them? 


This example given show that afternoon’s walk afield 
may lead interesting speculations and perhaps solution 
presumed-to-be-solved ornithological problem. 

has been observed that about the openings the nesting- 
holes Red-breasted Nuthatches pitch often found the form 
partial complete ring spread the bark and sometimes 
most plentifully just below the entrance. Now, knowing this, 
one day you observe some these birds sitting little clusters 
the cones the red spruce, say October, when they are open- 
ing and the seeds are falling. You note also that the cones have 
drop-like masses soft pitch the outside. Having the above 
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facts mind, would you suspect that the situation had any 
bearing the theory that these birds deliberately carry pitch 
their nesting-trees their mandibles and smear the bark thought 
yes, how would you about test the matter? 


There definite proof that Canada Geese and certain Swans 
maintain family groups for months after the young are fully 
grown. There are, however, many species birds which 
this particular have knowledge whatever. all seasons, 
except nesting-time, many species birds occur groups, 
least New England, some large and some small. Some our 
wintering migrants arrive here small groups single species, 
and, result local abundance food, where groups 
different species congregate, various species may coalesce into 
large composite flocks. 

fair probability that such arriving groups are the 
family order, the migrating units. Since the tendency flock 
very marked among many species birds, does not appear 
reasonable that least the nucleus such flocks family? 
One our banders has had pair bluebirds which during 1924 
raised two broods, one five and one four young, and all eleven 
were banded. About August the whole family disappeared 
for about four weeks, doubt seek seclusion during the 
but they returned early September pretty surely still family 
group.* Would you not like assist proving that such 
group any species birds maintains this relationship through 
late summer and fall, migrates its winter quarters, while 
remains there, and perhaps the birds come north again the 
spring? All these things have been proved true least 
one family Canada Geese, and even the approximate migration 
route the birds going from and their nesting-grounds has 
been determined. secured the facts the case 
the Canada Geese: will time prove whether not other 
species birds likewise. you have this problem mind, 


*For more complete account these Bluebirds, see Mr. Higgins’s 
article printed this number 
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will not the little groups like the Chickadees and Juncos which 
come your station, and those which you meet frequently 
your bird walks take new prime 
importance such investigation. 

The country Why not harness 
energy and puzzle out ornithological riddle, thereby testing 
your skill, adding your pleasure and helping the science 
ornithology? 


GENERAL NOTES 


The Purple Finch’s Nuptial have been privileged two 
occasions witness the nuptial dance the male Purple Finch (Carpodacus 
purpureus first time was 1923 farm. The 
female stood large rock, while the male danced about her. 

This last spring had pair banded birds this species band- 
ing station Rock, Mass. The male, No. 40165, was banded Mrs. 
Alice Pratt, Middleboro, Mass., May 10, 1923, and the female, 
No. 127424, was banded May 1924. this second 
the play was staged these birds (which were mated) the ground near 
female simply stood still and watched the male, who, 
raising his crown feathers, spreading his wings are, with even the 
wing-coverts elevated, thus exposing all his brilliant colors, 
about her, dragging his wing-tips and resembling dancing flame 
fire the sun shone his beautiful feathers. dance circles were 
fifteen eighteen inches diameter, the bird moving first one direction 
but often reversing his course, while faced the female continuously. 
duration the dance lasted about two minutes. all the beautiful 
sights have seen the bird world, the nuptial dance the Purple Finch 
is the most gorgeous \ W HiIGGINs, Dece mober, 1924. 


are very anxious study bird migration. Connecticut River 
valley offers splendid opportunity this, but lack the necessary 
number banders, particularly along the northern part the valley, and 
mean both the flood plain along the stream and all the 
territory drained the river. 

Migration may best studied large number banders distributed 
over the valley whole, who band many birds during the spring and 
fall movements and who operate their stations from 
are learn the speed and manner migration the different species 
and the routes selected, must have the stations well distributed across 
(east and west) and along the Will not every bander endeavor 
secure another member his her vicinity help push migration-study 
and the banding movement whole? 

Banders should become acquainted with their nearest neighbors 
correspondence otherwise. Where any community there are several 
members this Association, the cause can furthered their meeting 
together occasionally and comparing notes with view obtaining co- 
operative study some problem. large community may well have 
enough members warrant forming some sort banders’ def- 
inite purpose problem for study banding work adds much the 
intgrest taken operating stations and the results achieved. 
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The Bird Boxes 


Tested and approved Officers the 
and bythe Birds Themelves 


White Pine, Stained Painted 
Pull-String Door, Metal Squirrel Guard 


Chickadee—Wren size $0.75 
Bluebird—Swallow size 1.00 
Screech Ow]l—Flicker size 1.50 
Automatic Food Hopper 1.25 


Deliveredin New England 


May Brothers, Cohasset, Mass. 
John B. May. Ir. Edward W. May 


Prismatic Bird Glasses 


Out-of-Doors 
New England 


ILLUSTRATED LECTURES 
BIRDS, BEASTS, AND BLOSSOMS 


Dr. John May, Cohasset, Mass. 


A small girl said “There were three whole 
schools there and you could have heard a pin 
drop.” 

The secretary Bird Club wrote “The 
lecture proved to be interesting and instruc- 
rive to both adults and children.” 

The Park Museum of Providence has 
crowded its lecture hall on three different 
occasions. 


ILLUSTRATED CIRCULAR REQUEST. 


Large field view. These binoculars are among the finest made. 
Convenient porro-prism type with central focus and pupillary 


justment. 
ounces. 


Perfect chromatic correction. 


Weight twenty-four 


Complete with leather case and carrying strap. 
Made Schutz, Hensoldt, Rodenstock, and other well-known 


manufacturers. 
Value $45.00 


Our price $19.50 


Recommended Massachusetts Audubon Society 


HENDERSON BROTHERS 
Miller Building, Federal Street, Boston, Mass. 


The Boston Bird-Book Company 


Old, Rare, and Important Books About Birds 


State Local Lists 


Pamphlets and Magazines 


Set The Nuttall Bulletin and The Auk 


and other publications 


MAIL ORDERS ONLY 


162 Boylston Street 


Bird-Lovers and 
Banders Everywhere 


the request the Northeastern 
Bird-Banding Association are pre- 
pared supply mixture bird seeds 
for feeding purposes. The combination 
was selected prominent ornitholo- 
gist. You can secure pound lots, 
more, parcel post. The mixture con- 
tains chick feed, sunflower, millet, hemp 
and canary. wanted, can supply 
any these kinds separately. Write to- 
day. 


Price, postpaid 


FISKE SEED CO. 


THE SEED STORE 


and Faneuil Hall Square 
Boston (9), Mass. 


Boston, Mass. 


better printed well. Send 
your next piece print- 


ing. will handled with 


interest and care 
that will certainly increase 
its value you without 
necessarily increasing 
cost. 


Goss Company 


Printers 


High Street Boston 


The Higgins 
“Twodor” Traps 


give the birds equal 
chance with their ene- 
mies. 


Traps, etc., designed and 
made 
HIGGINS 
Rock, Mass. 


No. 
Price $3.50 


Delivered in 1 and 2 zones 
Other zones postage extra 


No. 
Price $4.25 


Automatic attachments (B No. 4) 
S0c extra 
Delivered in zones 1 and 2 
Other zones extra 


OL 


No. 
Price $5.00 


By express collect 


No.7 GATHERING CAGE with gravity door. Can be used as shelf trap - - $1.10 
Delivered in zones 1 and 2 
No.9 TRAVELLER'S TRAP, in case 4‘, x 13 x 20 inches - - - 5.25 


Postage extra on 8 pounds 
No.9A Same ag No.9, with gathering cage. Postage extra on - - - 7.25 
No. 10 RODENT AND CAT PROOF FEED BOX, two compartments. Postage extra 1.50 


Order by number 
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